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Welcome to the first edition of the Glenfield Monthly Newsletter! New this year, families and
staff will receive a monthly newsletter along with weekly updates. Please take a moment to
review all of the amazing activities that happened in September, as well as our plans for October.

Important Dates
● Monday, October 4, 2021 - The beginning of Respect Week
● Tuesday, October 5, 2021 - Start Strong Math Assessment
● Wednesday, October 6, 2021 - Start Strong ELA Assessment
● Thursday, October 7, 2021 - Start Strong Science Assessment (6th grade only)
● Monday, October 11, 2021 - School closed for students
● Thursday, October 21, 2021 - Abbreviated Day for Students (Curriculum Thursday)

September Was Awesome! Here’s What
Happened…

The Glenfield Family Grew!
Please join us in welcoming our new staff members!

Daniela Conte - ELA Coach

Hello! I am Daniela Conte, and I am very much looking forward to
joining the Glenfield Middle School community. I have 10 years
teaching experience as an English Language Arts teacher. Additionally,
I am also an adjunct professor at the County College of Morris. I earned
a dual Bachelor’s Degree in English and Secondary Education from The
College of New Jersey, and I also earned a Master’s Degree in English,
with a specialization in Writing Studies, from Montclair State
University. In my free time, I am an avid reader, writer, and traveler. My
favorite genre to read is contemporary fiction, and my favorite travel
activity is scuba diving. I am excited for the school year; I look forward
to learning and growing with our students!



Russ Murray - House Anderson Math Teacher
I am Russ Murray. I grew up in Montclair. I am a product of the Montclair School District. I
went to Glenfield School for grades 2, 6, 7, and 8. This will be my 32nd year teaching middle
school math. I have earned tenure three times in NJ: twice in Montclair and once in Bridgewater.
I returned to Montclair to raise my daughters. The last four years I was at Buzz Aldrin and before
that I was at Glenfield for three years. I am very happy to be back at Glenfield.

David Arthurs - Special Education In Class Support Teacher

My name is David Arthurs.  I am very happy to be joining the
Glenfield Middle School faculty. This will be my eighth year teaching.
I have experience at both the high school and middle school levels.
Throughout my career, I have been a Resource Room, In-Classroom
Support, and General Education Teacher. My certifications include
Teacher with Students with Disabilities and K-12 English.  In addition
to a BA in English, I have a BA in Communications with a
concentration on film, radio and video production. I am near
completion of an MA in Literacy Instruction. When I am not in the
classroom, I enjoy watching hockey, football, and college lacrosse. I
like to read, hike, attend kickboxing class, go to concerts, visit

museums, and occasionally turn on my Playstation 4. My favorite teams are the New Jersey
Devils, Tampa Bay Buccaneers, and Boston Red Sox. During the summer, I’ll either be at the
Jersey Shore or in New England. I love Acadia National Park. Some of my favorite shows are
The Office, Loki, and Gravity Falls. I look forward to sharing my experience and working with
the Glenfield Middle School community.

Hailey Meyer - Math Teacher

My name is Hailey Meyer and I am going to be a Mathematics
Teacher at Glenfield Middle School. I am from Clifton and
graduated from Montclair State University in 2018 with a
Bachelor's Degree in Psychology. While in school, I earned
certifications for teaching Elementary Education, Psychology, and
Middle School Math, Social Studies, and English. In my free time,
I enjoy reading, drawing portraits, and playing one of my guitars. I
like to watch soccer, visit art museums, and occasionally attend a
Broadway musical. I am excited to use my skills to contribute to
the Glenfield Middle School family.



Jennifer Walk-Downs - Art Teacher

My name is Jennifer Walk-Downs. I have been an art teacher for
over seventeen years and ever since I can remember, I was creating
some type of art project. (Although, I don’t remember making my
expressionistic crayon scribblings on the underside of the dining
room table.) I earned my Bachelor of Fine Arts at the University of
Buffalo, art teacher’s certification at William Paterson University,
and my Master of Art Education at Boston University. As a working
artist, I specialize in pet portraits, children’s book illustration,
jewelry, and clay figures. My husband, Peter, and I live with our cat,
Lake Erie Evelyn, and our dog, Ketchikan. I enjoy gardening,
bicycling, reading, spending time with my family, and taco night
when my husband and I watch our favorite shows on Netflix.

Glenfield Community Outreach
Two Glenfield teachers volunteered at the MAM Fall
Festival on Saturday, September 18.  The Montclair Art
Museum's Fall Festival promoted new exhibitions, had
live music, yoga, performances, drop-in art classes, food
& drink, kids’ storytime, a Shop at MAM Trunk Show
and Art Sale—and was a whole lot of FUN for all ages!

Lynne O’Sullivan and her daughter volunteered to raise
awareness for Toni’s Kitchen. Toni’s Kitchen is a food
ministry of St Luke’s Episcopal Church. They provide
food to our neighbors in need in ways that respect their
dignity, improve health and foster independence. Toni’s
kitchen serves over 1,000,000 meals every year.

Steven Titus volunteered to share information about Out
Montclair.  Out Montclair is a nonprofit organization
created to raise awareness and provide support and
solidarity for the LGBTQIA+ community of Montclair.
They offer educational and charitable activities and

events to promote inclusivity and equality for lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, queer,
non-binary and gender-fluid youth and adults.



GSA (Gay Straight Alliance) Club - A Message from Mr. Titus
I do not think that words can express how wonderful the start of Glenfield's GSA was this year!
We have the largest number of participants yet!  Over 30 students showed up and several more
have expressed interest.  Making space for our LGBTQ+ students and allies is saving lives!
Having a place to discuss the world, the states, the school, and their classes with their worldview
builds and reinforces the importance of community!  This is a group of students who want to
change the world and we are empowering them to do so!  I am proud that Glenfield has been
doing this for over 12 years.  I am humbled to be helping them through advisement and
guidance.  We are all thankful that the opportunity exists!

Lunchtime Recap
The student dining experience at Glenfield has
changed significantly this year! On a typical day
(weather permitting), approximately 70% of our
students choose to eat outside on the deck. From the
time that the picture on the left was taken, we have
received 10 additional folding tables with chairs, and
three tents from the district. We are currently waiting
for more tents to arrive. Students that usually eat on
the deck will eat in the Catchings Suite during
inclement weather.

If students choose to eat in the Cafeteria, all of the
tables are equipped with 4 way shields. As you can see
from the picture, the shields provide a barrier from the
person sitting across and next to the student.

A concern was recently brought to our attention about
the lack of eating utensils made available in the
cafeteria. According to Pomptonian, the district food
service company, utensils are only available for
students who buy lunch. They are not kept on the
counter to ensure that they remain sanitary. Students
who bring their lunch are expected to bring their own
utensils. All concerns regarding undercooked food
were promptly brought to Pomponian’s attention. To
ensure that all students have enough time to buy

and eat their lunches, please make sure that you provide your child with their lunch code.
The code is located in the Genesis Parent Portal.



Upcoming Events in
October

Respect Week - October 4th through October 8th
Each year during the first week of October, schools and districts across the country engage in
activities and learning opportunities that highlight the importance of safe and respectful learning
environments. In New Jersey, the Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights Act (P.K.2010, c.122) requires
that the week beginning with the first Monday in October each year be designated as the Week of
Respect. This year, Glenfield will celebrate the Week of Respect by engaging in the daily
thematic activities listed below. A BIG SHOUT OUT goes to Ms. Sims for planning these
wonderful activities!

October 4, 2021 - Respect for our community members:
During the advisory period, students will take time to write letters, sketch and/or send messages
of endearment to the elderly members of our community.  Glenfield students will partner with
the Montclair High School Chapter of “Letters For Rose,” an organization founded and staffed
exclusively by high school student volunteers. With chapters in over 45 states, “Letters for Rose”
aims to reduce loneliness among the elderly during the COVID-19 pandemic by creating and
distributing personalized letters, art, and donations for local nursing homes. The organization
seeks to provide opportunities for community service, team-building, and leadership
opportunities for its high school volunteers.

October 5, 2021 - Restorative Justice Day:
Social Studies teachers will facilitate the “Marshmallow People” Restorative Justice activity for
each of their classes.

October 6, 2021 - Clean Our Home:
Students will have the opportunity to paint rocks in room 111 after school to refurbish the
Glenfield Peace Garden. Rocks will be decorated with drawings, quotes, and symbols that
represent peace. At the conclusion of the activity, these rocks will be placed in the Peace Garden
to display for the community. Students will also have the opportunity to plant flowers with Mr.
Citro on the deck and the front of the building to beautify our school. Students will also work
with staff members to clean up the surrounding area of Glenfield. Students will be provided with
all of the necessary materials to complete these tasks. All activities will take place after school.
Permission slips were distributed to students on September 30th.



October 7, 2021 - Respect for Our Peers:
During the advisory period, students will have the opportunity to write affirmations on colorful
index cards. These affirmation index cards will be used to create a “Take What You Need…”
bulletin board; a space designated to remind students about their uniqueness and importance to
the Glenfield community. Students will be provided a list of affirmations as examples. However,
they may also choose their own affirmations to decorate their cards.

October 8, 2021: Rep Your Respect:
Students should wear a t-shirt that they feel best represents respect. The t-shirt may display an
important social justice figure, family members, or an important message. The t-shirt cannot
promote any sexual misconduct, drugs and/or alcohol.

Start Strong Assessment - October 5th-7th
The following information regarding the Start Strong assessment was sent to families on
September 23rd:

The New Jersey Department of Education has required all districts to administer the Start
Strong assessment for English Language Arts (ELA), Math and Science this fall.  The Start
Strong assessment will assess prior year content standards.  The results of this test will aid
teachers in supporting instructional needs of students.  Glenfield’s administration of this test is
detailed below.

DATES:  October 5, 6, 7

SUBJECT/GRADES:

● ELA: Grades 6-8 - Tuesday, October 5th
● Math: Grades 6-8 - Wednesday, October 6th
● Science: Grades 6 (Covers Grade 3-5 content) - Thursday, October 7th

TIME:  60 minute (1 Unit), extended time given for students as per IEP/504

TUTORIALS: https://nj.mypearsonsupport.com/tutorial/ Tutorials for the online testing tools
on the platform used for this assessment.

PRACTICE TESTS: https://nj.mypearsonsupport.com/practice-tests/ Full practice tests
including tests with accommodations for all subjects and grade levels, with answer keys.
Includes online and paper versions.

For more information, including individual score reporting and parent portal, please see:
PARENT PRESENTATION

https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FCt9OY3f21kSrbBRZuFlleQ~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRjLd_pP0QpaHR0cHM6Ly9uai5teXBlYXJzb25zdXBwb3J0LmNvbS90dXRvcmlhbC9XB3NjaG9vbG1CCmFKaaxMYRXbyy5SG2VwaWVyY2VAbW9udGNsYWlyLmsxMi5uai51c1gEAAAAAQ~~&e=31e58e1b&h=0553258c&f=y&p=n
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FqyIMLp4hwAa-sk7OxwrpXQ~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRjLd_pP0QvaHR0cHM6Ly9uai5teXBlYXJzb25zdXBwb3J0LmNvbS9wcmFjdGljZS10ZXN0cy9XB3NjaG9vbG1CCmFKaaxMYRXbyy5SG2VwaWVyY2VAbW9udGNsYWlyLmsxMi5uai51c1gEAAAAAQ~~&e=31e58e1b&h=b3b496c1&f=y&p=n
https://urlsand.esvalabs.com/?u=http%3A%2F%2Ftrack.spe.schoolmessenger.com%2Ff%2Fa%2FQpaVzT2qmG7kbV92VcochQ~~%2FAAAAAQA~%2FRgRjLd_pP0R1aHR0cHM6Ly9tc2cuc2Nob29sbWVzc2VuZ2VyLmNvbS9tLz9zPVZZZUI0R0pRNTNrJm1hbD04MWQxZDBmMTE3NzcyYWI0ZjMzZTBkZjJlOWI5OGJmMDNmMWViN2QzY2I3NjBlMGViNjc1MzQ0ZGNmNWExMzE5VwdzY2hvb2xtQgphSmmsTGEV28suUhtlcGllcmNlQG1vbnRjbGFpci5rMTIubmoudXNYBAAAAAE~&e=31e58e1b&h=4a090ee7&f=y&p=n





